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This special force has mone
than 60 years of miltary
experience (it lost 281 mem-
bers in Vietnam), and loday
numbers mane than 2,000
working ot home and overseas
for the US. Department of
Deferse. Its members protect
fadities and presidents, and
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soill ot weapons caches and IEDs (improvised explosive devices),
And in September, caning “parsonnel” from the Naticnal Securtty

Agency and Washington, D.C.-area Forts Meade, Myer, Lee and
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weekiong competition between 24 teams of dogs and handlers.
Unlike similarly named noncompetitive events held by vanous
dog-overs’ organizations — for example, the Minnesota Iron Dog
Triathion celebrates “the spirt of companionship between dogs
and ther people™ — the event at Fort Meade was a grueing affair.
Dogs and their handlers compeded in 8 three-mile cross-country
un and navigated an cbstacie course that among other things
required dogs and their handlers to crawl through a number of
conslricted spaces. Other evenis required dogs 1o delect narcolics
and explosives, or to launch themsehes into a bite-and-tackle
move on a pretend suspect. Judge Hans Freimarck, the Army's
program manager for miltary dogs, told The Washingdon Post that
dogs and handiers were judged pemarly on “team unison — how

Top Dog in the overall events wenl 1o two bearmns from Fort Myer:
Sgt. Jonathan Nunemaker and his dog, Gino, and Staff Sgt. Gunnar
Pedersen and his dog, Rex. According to the paper, B-year-old Rex, a
German shepherd, was due 1o be put up for adoption laler this sl
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o weer their kippahs, or yarmulkes, during
competition, FHSAA officials banned the head-
wear last year — cting the pins or dlips that keep
themn in place as poberial playing hazards,
Rather than fight a legal battie claiming relgious
Pt inst the T

Kaweblurn, athietic direcior and boys™ varsily

b coach at Wi Yeshiva Hgh
School in Boca Raton, channeled his energy into
finciing & more amicable solution. He developed the
Kipped'™ Kippah, featuring bultiin, comb-tke clips
designed 1o firmly secure the headpiece to har.

Rabbs Perry Tirschwell prin-
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cpal of the smal high school, coukdn't be happier.

“This is more than clps on a yarmuke," he fold
the Paim Besch Post *1 lokd the children, Donl let
this kesson be lost on you There will be cbstacles,
but you can keep true 1o your faith and your
cples and participate in the A rience”
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up to a lot more than sports
dances, concerts, graduation
and other activities, It gets
heavy foot traffic, stains,
scuffs, impact from furniturs
and maore. GymGuard covers
built tough to protect your
investment,

¢ Lowest prices

¢ (Quality assurance backed
of manufacturing experie

* Widest selection of colors
* Complete line of accessor
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